Genesis of SAARC Chief Veterinary Officers (CVOs) Forum / SAARC Cooperation in Livestock sector
Following directives of two Summits and the approval of the Thirty-first Session of the Programming Committee (New Delhi, 3-4 December 2007), the First Meeting of the CVOs (New Delhi, 9-10 June 2008) was convened with a view to promote cooperation in the non-crop sector specially cooperation on prevention of Trans-boundary Animal Disease. 

The First Meeting of CVOs made a number of recommendations, aimed to capacity building across the region to face the challenges and had the potential to contributing to development of the Livestock sector. The same meeting also formulated a Roadmap for regional cooperation on TADs which includes PPR as one of the priority diseases.

During the Fifteenth SAARC Summit (Colombo, 2-3 August 2008) the SAARC Leaders emphasized on expeditious response to those agreed measures. Thereafter, during the Extra-Ordinary Meeting of the SAARC Agriculture Ministers (New Delhi, 5 November 2008), the Ministers for Agriculture further noted the implementation follow-up/progress on the outcome of the First Meeting of the CVOs; and emphasized on expeditious action, particularly deepening collaboration to contain the Priority TADs. 

In continuation of the process, the Second Meeting (Dhaka, 31 March-01 April 2009) finalized the Road Map to advance the regional cooperation to control the priority TADs having an option of international cooperation with FAO, OIE and other relevant development partners and Proforma Questionnaire to obtain the basic information on TAD. The meeting also agreed to undertake five project oriented activities, emphasized on developing regional network among the veterinary institutions and experts and recognized the need of establishing regional Vaccine Bank and Surveillance plan.  

The Third Meeting (Colombo, 16-17 August 2010) reiterated inter alia the need of sharing Information, Education and Communication Materials, obtaining information as per the Proforma Questionnaire, confirming Focal Person in the respective Ministries and thread bared the issue of establishing Regional Vaccine Bank in line of the Global Vaccine Bank. The meeting recommended the Secretariat and SAC to upload the list of eminent personalities and institutions of the region to the website and collate the existing legislations related to Animal Health of the SAARC Countries. The meeting further recommended the issue of establishing an autonomous think tank on livestock and project based cooperation to be discussed in the Fourth meeting as envisaged in the Roadmap for the control of TADs agreed in the Second meeting. 

The Eighteenth SAARC Summit (Kathmandu, 26-27 November 2014) inter alia directed the relevant SAARC bodies to finalize the establishment of Regional Vaccine Bank and Regional Livestock Gene Bank recommended by the Fourth CVOs meeting held in Kathmandu from 2-3 April 2014, and underscored the importance of promoting sustainable agriculture which implies development of the livestock sector and control of epidemic and TADs. The Fifth regular CVOs meeting held on 13-14 April 2016 in Nepal. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO and the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) in collaboration with the world Health organization (WHO) developed the 'Global Framework for the Control of Trans-boundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs)" which has been formally endorsed in 2004 by the member states of FAO and OIE. FAO and OIE have jointly facilitated a series of consultations within SAARC to determine its priorities for controlling emerging diseases including HPAI. A project document was the outcome to address the Highly Pathogenic & Emerging Diseases (HPEDs) in South Asia identified during these consultations. For SAARC these components have been derived from the SAARC strategy and project document entitled 'GF-TADs-control of trans-boundary Animal Diseases in South Asia, which has been prepared in collaboration with FAO and OIE and formally endorsed by each member country'

The Sixteenth SAARC Summit (Thimphu, 28-29 April 2010) endorsed the recommendation of Thirty-seventh Session of Standing Committee (Thimphu, 25-26 April 2010) of the project proposal titled ‘Highly Pathogenic & Emerging Diseases (HPED)’. Subsequently, an agreement between SAARC and FAO signed in June 2010 to pave the way for launching the EU funded HPED project. The project successfully completed on 14 December 2014.

The project was launched with the following major objectives e.g. to establish (a) a Regional Support Unit (RSU); (b) a Regional Epidemiology Centre (REC) and (c) to Strengthen Regional Leading Diagnostic Laboratories (RLDL). 

Considering the pressing need to continue capacity building efforts, the Secretariat approached ADB and managed to obtain funding for the follow up project titled “SAARC Food Security through Control of Trans-boundary Animal Diseases” for the two more years launched on 27 August 2015 with FAO’s technical support. 


The Fifth CVOs Forum (Kathmandu, 2016) inter alia discussed completion of the EU supported HPED project and commencement of the ADB supported TAD project, sustainability of RSU, REC, EpiNet, Lab Directors’ Forum and SADIS, supporting formulation of PPR roadmap under the PPR project, differences/gaps in education systems in the field of Veterinary Sciences within the region, genetic improvement of indigenous farm animals, projects on cotrolling Avian Influenza. The meeting started baseline discussion on cooperation on matters relating to Anti-Microbial Usage (AMU) and monitoring Anti-Microbial Resistance (AMR) in the farm animal.  The Forum also decided to have sub-regional meeting of the Global Framework for Containment of Priority Trans-boundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs) for SAARC back to back with alternative meetings of the CVOs Forum from 2017.
The Sixth Meeting of CVOs Forum (Thimphu, 09-10 May 2017) unanimously agreed to set 2028 as the SAARC Year to Declare the Region PPR Free. The Meeting also finalized a draft Statement on SAARC’s Cooperation on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and draft Regional Action Plan to Curb Antimicrobial Use (AMU)/Antimicrobial Resistance in the SAARC region for consideration and approval of the SAARC Agriculture Ministers. 

Recognizing the increasing challenges, posed by Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) to animal and human health in the region, as recommended by the SAARC Chief Veterinary Officers’ (CVOs) Forum, the Fourth Meeting of the SAARC Agriculture Ministers (Thimphu, 27 June 2019) adopted a Statement on SAARC’s Cooperation on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) with some specific directives to tackle this menace.  

The Seventh Meeting of the SAARC Chief Veterinary Officers’ (CVOs) Forum was held in Islamabad on 23-24 July 2019. The Seventh Meeting of the SAARC Chief Veterinary Officers’ (CVOs) Forum reviewed the status of implementation of its earlier decisions, ongoing collaborations and activities as well as discussed various priority issues related to livestock, including disease information sharing and management, epidemiology, laboratory matters, controlling priority diseases like Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR), Avian Influenza (AI) and Anti-microbial Use (AMU) stewardship. The Meeting recommended to add Rabies, Brucellosis, and Newcastle diseases as the new diseases affecting the region. The Meeting also recommended that ASF (African Swine Fever), Nipah and IBR may be considered as emerging threats. The Meeting stressed on the need for effective implementation of the ‘Statement on SAARC’s Cooperation on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)’ and ‘Regional Action Plan’ endorsed by the Fourth Meeting of the SAARC Agriculture Ministers (Thimphu, 27 June 2019) and decided to implement the directives of the Fourth Meeting of the SAARC Agriculture Ministers in this regard. The Seventh Meeting of the CVOs Forum was preceded by the 4th FAO/OIE Sub-regional Meeting of GF-TADs for SAARC on 22 July 2019.

