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THIRTY-SIXTH SAARC CHARTER DAY
08 DECEMBER 2O2O

MESSAGE

On the occasion of the Thirty-sixth Charter Day of the South Asian
Cooperation (SAARC) (08 December 2020), I wish ro extend warm
and Governments of the Member States of SAARC.
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Atthe First Summit in Dhaka in 1985, the South Asian Heads of State or Govern
SAARC by adopting its Charter on 08 December. As enshrined in its Charter, the pri
of SAARC is to promote the welfare of the people and improve their quality
accelerated economic growth and social development in the region. In its over th
decades of existence, SAARC has made steady progress toward attaining these obj

We commemorate the SAARC Charter Day this year amid the unprecedented threa
region by the COVID- l9 pandemic. I wish to take this opportunity to express heartfe
to the people and Governments of the Member States of SAARC over the loss of li
the pandemic.

Despite the disruptions caused by the pandemic, SAARC has managed to hold se
meetings in the past several months. Most importantly, at the initiative of the
Minister of India, the SAARC Leaders held a Video Conf-erence in March this yea
set up the SAARC COVID-19 Emergency Fund to contain the further spread of t
and mitigate the after effects of the pandemic. ln April this year, the SAARC Health
virtually to carry forward the aspirations of the SAARC Leaders in combating
Likewise, senior trade officials and health professionals from the Member States
aftermath of the pandemic to devise measures to safeguard the region from its
economic impacts.

The SAARC Foreign Ministers and SAARC Finance Ministers also met virtually
the pandemic. Likewise, the SAARC Ministers of Education and SAARC Minist
held vitual meetings to carry forward regional cooperation in these important
SAARC Specialized Bodies and Regional Centres continued to hold their activities i
in order to keep the SAARC process active in these challenging times.

As we commemorate the Thirty-sixth SAARC Charter Day, I express the confi
their firm resolve and strengthened regional cooperation, the Member States will be
the virus as well as overcome the challenges posed to the region by the pand
meanwhile, it is imperative to make available affordable and effective vaccines to
protect their health from this deadly virus.
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