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REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON SCALING UP CARE FOR CHILDREN WITH SEVERE WASTING IN SOUTH ASIA

STOP STUNTING | NO TIME TO WASTE: 16–18 May 2017, Kathmandu

REMARKS BY H. E. MR. AMJAD HUSSAIN B. SIAL, SECRETARY GENERAL OF SAARC

Prof. Geeta Bhakta Joshi, Hon. Member of the National Planning Commission of Nepal,
Ms. Jean Gough, Regional Director, UNICEF South Asia,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am very pleased to address the Closing Ceremony of the Regional Conference on Scaling up Care for Children with Severe Wasting in South Asia. Before I do so, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Geeta Bhakta Joshi, Hon. Member of the National Planning Commission of Nepal, for gracing this Closing Ceremony as the Guest of Honour.

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have learnt that the deliberations over the last three days have been extremely productive, providing distinguished delegates an opportunity to understand where our region stands in terms of acute malnutrition. It was also an opportune occasion to recognize positive developments in the region, and share the best practices in providing care to severely wasted children. 

I am glad to note that the three-day Conference has stressed on the need to position the care of children with severe wasting on our national and regional agenda with a view to ensuring evidence-based and most appropriate interventions. It is equally heartening to know that the Conference has been able to identify actions to scale up care for severely wasted children with a multi-sectoral response.  

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

More than two years after the launching of the South Asia Action Framework on Nutrition, this three-day Conference is a welcome event to demonstrate our zeal towards scaling up care for children. I am confident that the 10-point “Key Messages” emerging from this Conference will be translated into implementable recommendations to take forward the nutrition agenda, both nationally and regionally.  In the meanwhile, I am sure that the outcome of this Conference will provide useful inputs to the deliberations of the SAARC Health Ministers, when they meet in Sri Lanka in July this year.  




Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As I stated at the Opening Ceremony of this Conference, both SAARC and UNICEF share a common vision for the well-being of children in South Asia. Child nutrition remains and will continue to remain as an important facet of our collaboration to make South Asia a region where every child grows up to their full potential in a healthy and safe environment. On this note, I would like to once again thank UNICEF ROSA for its support in organizing this Conference and continued cooperation with SAARC.

Thank you.
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