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The Rt. Hon’ble Sher Bahadur Deuba, Prime Minister of Nepal,
Ms. Pramila Acharya Rijal, President, South Asian Women Development Forum, 
Distinguished Business Women,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is indeed a privilege for me to address the Inaugural Session of International Business Women’s Summit. I would like to thank the South Asian Women Development Forum for giving me this honour.
All of us are greatly inspired by the distinguished presence of the Rt. Hon. Sher Bahadur Deuba, Prime Minister of Nepal, as the Chief Guest of this Session. His gracious presence this morning reaffirms the significance of this Summit.
I am highly impressed by high-level representation from all eight Member States of SAARC and other regions. This demonstrates the zeal and zest for promoting the objectives of the South Asian Development Forum.  
This Summit is extraordinarily momentous as it brings together business women, many of whom are role models for aspiring women entrepreneurs.  It will facilitate B-2-B contacts, and sharing of knowledge and experience, and promote amity and friendship among women entrepreneurs. The South Asian Women Development Forum, a SAARC Recognized Body, deserves a special word of appreciation from all of us for organizing this important event.
The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister,
Distinguished Business Women,
In spite of the general perception that the role of women is confined to household affairs, since the turn of the century, the status of women has been changing rapidly due to growing industrialization and globalization, coupled with conducive social legislations, and international legal instruments. Moreover, with the changing socio-cultural values and spread of education and awareness, proper exposure and need for additional income, women are increasingly engaged in professional activities, including entrepreneurship. On top of everything, despite challenges, women’s perseverance is the cardinal factor in the development of entrepreneurship by women. They have proved that women are also endowed with abundant innate qualities that can make them successful entrepreneurs.  
The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In order to address the challenges confronted by women entrepreneurs and for running their enterprise smoothly, measures that are crucial are: proper technical education to women; setting up of women development cells; improvement of identification mechanism of new enterprises; assistance in project formulation; credit facilities, financial incentive and subsidies; adequate follow-up and support to the women enterprises; research and development, and accurate application of findings;  promoting micro enterprises; and above all, mentoring, which provides encouragement and boosts morale.
Ladies and Gentlemen,   
The Leaders of SAARC, at many Summits, have underscored the need for bringing women fully into the mainstream of development, paying focused attention to their economic empowerment and skill development, on the basis of gender equality.
Since the inception of SAARC, issues related to women’s empowerment have figured prominently on its agenda. The Technical Committee on Women, Youth and Children oversees and monitors the implementation of decisions taken in this respect.  The SAARC Gender Policy Advocacy Group (GPAG), which was created to promote gender equality and women’s empowerment, is actively pursuing its mandate. I am glad to state that the relevance of this Summit to SAARC stems from the fact that the Group’s very first Inaugural Meeting identified “Economic Empowerment of Women” as one of the key priorities for its three-year Action Plan.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
In spite of persistent endeavours and conducive mechanisms within the framework of SAARC, more efforts are required for the promotion of women entrepreneurship.   Women in South Asia continue to face a range of cultural, financial and legal barriers, when it comes to entrepreneurship.  This is evident from the fact that South Asian women own less than 10 percent of small and medium enterprises.  
This Summit I believe is a welcome occasion to draw a road map for strengthening and promoting women entrepreneurship.
Distinguished Business Women,
This Summit is also an occasion to commend and rejoice the success stories of entrepreneurial women. This Summit is also an opportunity to dispel the myth that the role of women is confined to household affairs only.
The women entrepreneurs should spearhead the momentum for well-deserved place in the sphere of entrepreneurship. I am confident we, the men and women, will strive together to effectively confront the taboos and break the shackles that impede the progress of women entrepreneurs. There is no reason why we cannot attain this objective. Together we can do it. Let us vow to work in unison and the success is our destiny. 
Thank you!
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