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CLOSING CEREMONY
SAARC ARTISTS’ CAMP-2017, KATHMANDU, 31 JULY 2017
REMARKS BY H. E. MR. AMJAD HUSSAIN B. SIAL, SECRETARY GENERAL OF SAARC


Hon. Krishna Bahadur Mahara,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Shankar Prasad Adhikari,
Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation,
Ms. Ragini Upadhyaya, 
Chancellor, Nepal Academy of Fine Arts,
Excellencies,
Director, SAARC Cultural Centre,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good evening!
I am happy to address the closing ceremony of the Seventh SAARC Artists’ Camp-2017.
We are honoured by the gracious presence of Hon. Krishna Bahadur Mahara, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nepal, at this event. His presence signifies the significance of the four-day long SAARC Artists’ Camp.  
I would like to thank the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation of the Government of Nepal and the SAARC Cultural Centre for successfully organizing this important cultural event and meticulous arrangements made for it.  
I would also like to thank the distinguished artists for their participation in this event. I believe this event was a welcome opportunity for all of you to showcase your talents. I am sure during the four-day Camp, you have had fruitful exchange of views and learnt from one another’s experience and knowledge. We appreciate your valuable contribution to make this event a great success.
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
South Asia is the cradle of rich civilization. Several common dimensions of our civilization have greatly helped in the promotion of cordial and harmonious relations among the people of the region.  The region’s cultural heritage is conducive to the amity and affinity among the Member States of SAARC.
As enshrined in its Charter, one of the primary objectives of SAARC is to promote cultural relations among its Member States. The SAARC Agenda for Culture adopted by the SAARC Cultural Ministers provides a useful framework for collaboration in this field. 
Our leaders have accorded high priority to the promotion of cultural relations among countries in the region. During the Eighteenth SAARC Summit held in Nepal, our leaders reiterated their resolve to promote cultural ties among the Member States.  More specifically, our leaders directed to effectively implement the SAARC Agenda for Culture and agreed to take measures to preserve the South Asian cultural property and create a SAARC heritage list together with the operational guidelines.  Our leaders also declared the year 2016 as the SAARC Year of Cultural Heritage, which was observed across the region with the organization of several landmark events.   
This Camp is the seventh in the series, with the last one held in Bhutan in 2016. The SAARC Artists’ Camp has been one of the regular events being organized annually by the SAARC Cultural Centre. This is an important achievement in the SAARC process.
Established with the mandate to promote the distinctive arts and cultures of South Asia, the SAARC Cultural Centre has been playing an important role in promoting cultural ties among the Member States. I would like to thank very efficient, diligent and committed Director and his team at the Centre for their valuable contribution to the promotion of SAARC culture.  I would also like to express our sincere thanks to the esteemed Government of Sri Lanka for offering a huge plot of land in Matara, Sri Lanka, for state-of-the-art complex for the Centre, which is currently located in Colombo in temporary premises.
In concluding my remarks, I would like to once again thank the Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation of Nepal and the SAARC Cultural Centre for successfully organizing this event in Kathmandu.  
I thank you.
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