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His Excellency Mr.  Ranil Wickramasinghe, Hon. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, 
Hon. Ministers & Heads of Delegation,   
Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed an honour for me to address the Inaugural Session of the Eighth Meeting of SAARC Ministers of Interior or Home in this beautiful city of Colombo.
I wish to express our profound gratitude to the esteemed Government of Sri Lanka for hosting this Ministerial meeting and its preceding meetings. I also wish to convey our appreciation for the warm welcome and generous hospitality extended to us. The excellent arrangements made for the meetings are highly commendable.  
The presence of the Hon. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka not only signifies the importance of this occasion, but it also demonstrates the priority that he and his Government attach to addressing the issues within the mandate of this important Ministerial mechanism.
We are grateful to the Hon. Ministers of Interior or Home for their presence at this event, despite their other pressing commitments. This reflects their resolve to strengthen regional cooperation in the areas under their purview. 
Hon. Prime Minister,
Excellencies,

As we all know, the SAARC process is people-centric. Our leaders, while laying the foundation stone of the Association in 1985, determined that the first and the foremost objective of SAARC is to promote the welfare of the people of South Asia and to improve their quality of life. In their wisdom, this could be attained by accelerating economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region so that the people could live in dignity and realize their full potential.
The sublime objectives envisioned by our leaders in 1985, while signing the SAARC Charter, may be achieved with peace, security and stability in the region. People-to-people contacts are also important in this context. And this forum has a vital role to play in this respect.
Subsequently, our Leaders have pronounced on the need and importance of regional collaboration in maintaining peace and security across the region.
During the Thirteenth SAARC Summit held in Dhaka in November 2005, the leaders decided that the SAARC Interior or Home Ministers would meet annually to address the menace of terrorism. This would facilitate countering the threats affecting peace, security and stability in the region.
Accordingly, Interior or Home Ministers have been meeting since 2006.  The Hon. Interior or Home Ministers have made commendable achievements in carrying forward the Summit directive.
However, only seven meetings have been held so far. In view of the directive of the leaders, the Hon. Interior or Home Ministers may wish to meet annually.
This important forum has been carrying forward the vision of our leaders they enunciated in November 2014, in which they unequivocally condemned terrorism and violent extremism in all its forms and manifestations and underlined the need for effective cooperation among the Member States to combat them. They agreed to take effective measures to combat illicit trafficking of narcotics and psychotropic substances, arms smuggling, money laundering, counterfeit currency and other transnational crimes. They also agreed to establish a cybercrime monitoring desk.
However, more progress is desirable in a number of areas. We need to continue in our endeavours for the attainment of the directives of our leaders for the welfare of our people.
I would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Secretaries of Interior or Home and Immigration Authorities for their very useful preparatory work for this Ministerial Meeting.  
I wish the Hon. Ministers every success in this meeting.  
Thank you.  
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