As delivered  
INAUGURATION CEREMONY
SOUTH ASIAN REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON “TOGETHER WE CAN”, KATHMANDU, 17 JULY 2017
REMARKSBY H. E. MR. AMJAD HUSSAIN B. SIAL, SECRETARY GENERAL OF SAARC

The Rt. Honourable Nanda Bahadur Pun, Vice President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal,
Madam Chairperson,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to address this Inauguration Ceremony of the South Asian Regional Workshop on “Together We Can,” organized by the South Asian Network for Widows’ Empowerment in Development (SANWED), in collaboration with the Women for Human Rights (WHR). 

The eminent presence of the Rt. Hon. Nanda Bahadur Pun, Vice President of Nepal, in our midst this morning, signifies the importance of this occasion.

The participation from the Member States of SAARC in this event reflects their resolve to empower widows in the region. I wish you fruitful deliberations during this important Workshop.

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The stigma and discrimination against and abuse of widows is a serious issue. While widows are undeniably one of the most vulnerable and marginalized groups of the society, their rights have not received due attention.

According to the UN Women, as of 2014, there were an estimated 245 million widows worldwide, of whom, 115 million live in poverty and suffer from social stigmatization and economic deprivation.  Moreover, discrimination against and abuse of widows persists, irrespective of their economic or educational status.

Widows continue to face varying degrees of negative attitude and ill treatment towards them. Widows also face several structural and social barriers in terms of their legal rights. Due to their social status, widows are unable to access modern justice systems. In addition to being denied their basic human rights—civil, political, social and economic—their important role in and contribution to the society is largely unrecognized. On the whole, widows represent an “unheard voice” of the society.

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our leaders attach priority to empowering women, particularly the disadvantaged and the marginalized ones, including widows. More specifically, at their Fifteenth SAARC Summit held in Colombo in 1988, our leaders directed to work towards the elimination of all forms of discrimination and abuse against women in general, and widows in particular, in order to ensure their rights to live in the society in a dignified manner.

Following the Fifteenth Summit directive, the Government of Nepal proposed a SAARC Charter for Widows Rights, with a view to eliminating all forms of discrimination against widows, both within the family and in community and public life. The Charter, which is currently under consideration, is a very comprehensive document, encompassing several aspects of the stigma, discrimination and abuse of the rights of widows in South Asia.  It is earnestly hoped that the Charter will be finalized soon to herald in avenues for regional collaboration in promoting the rights of the widows.

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This Workshop is indeed an opportune occasion to exchange views in promoting the human rights and wellbeing of widows and eliminating all forms of discrimination and marginalization against widows in our society. I do hope that this Workshop will be able to explore possibilities to build stronger, more effective and sustained partnerships to allow widows of this region to lead a dignified life and make their valuable contribution to the society.

In concluding my remarks, I would like to take this opportunity to recognize the exemplary work being done by the SANWED and WHR in promoting the wellbeing of the widows in the region.  I wish them great success in their future endeavours.

I thank you.
***
3

