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SECOND CONVOCATION OF THE SOUTH ASIAN UNIVERSITY, NEW DELHI, 12 JUNE 2017

STATEMENT BY H. E. MR. AMJAD HUSSAIN B. SIAL, SECRETARY GENERAL OF SAARC

His Excellency Mr. M. J. Akbar, Hon. Minister of State for External Affairs,
His Excellency Mr. Deep Kumar Upadhyay, Ambassador of Nepal to India and Visitor’s Nominee,
Dr. Kavita Sharma, President of the South Asian University, 
Distinguished Chairman and Members of the Governing Board and Academic Council,
Excellencies,
Dear Graduates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
 
It is an honour for me to address the Second Convocation of the South Asian University in this historic city of New Delhi.
I would like to thank Dr. Kavita Sharma, President of the University, for her invitation to me to attend this Convocation. I would also like to commend the excellent arrangements made for the Convocation.
We are indeed grateful to the Ministry of External Affairs of India for very warm welcome and generous hospitality extended to us. 
The distinguished presence of H. E. Mr. M. J. Akbar, Hon. Minister of State for External Affairs of India as the Chief Guest reflects the importance that he personally and the esteemed Government of India attach to imparting quality education to students from South Asia under the auspices of this University.  
I warmly felicitate Dr. Kavita Sharma as well as the faculty and management, on this happy occasion. I also congratulate the students graduating from the University today and convey our good wishes for their bright future.


Ladies and Gentlemen,
In the presence of professors, academicians and graduates, I need not emphasize the importance of education. All of us know that education helps us to grow as an important asset of society. It helps us build social skills, problem-solving skills, decision-making skills and creative-thinking skills. Above all, it helps us to become responsible citizens and better human beings.
I am enlivened by the words of wisdom of Aristotle and Benjamin Franklin that I wish to quote. Aristotle said, “Education is an ornament in prosperity and a refuge in adversity.” Franklin said, “Genius without education is like silver in the mine.”  Definitions, buzzwords, quotes, and phrases set aside, to me personally, single-word definition of education is, enlightenment. I repeat “education is enlightenment”. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
One of the objectives of SAARC is to provide all individuals the opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their full potentials.  In pursuance of this objective, at the Fourth SAARC Summit held in Islamabad, Pakistan, in December 1988, the leaders decided to include education as one of the areas of regional cooperation. Accordingly, regional collaboration on education is being vigorously pursued through mechanisms such as the meetings of SAARC Education Ministers and Heads of University Grants Commissions or Equivalent Bodies, including through the SAARC Chairs, Fellowships and Scholarships Scheme.  
The Thirteenth SAARC Summit held in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in November 2005, should be seen as a milestone Summit, during which Shri Manmohan Singh, the then Prime Minister of India, made an offer to establish the South Asian University. The University, which became operational in New Delhi since August 2010, is today a “Centre of Excellence” of SAARC, delivering dividends of regional cooperation to the people of South Asia.  
The South Asian University is recognized as one of the most significant accomplishments of SAARC that all South Asians can take pride in. Moreover, bringing together students, scholars and researchers from across the region, the University promotes South Asian identity, fostering regional harmony and amity among our peoples.  The University is the beacon of hope for all South Asians, while it is the “gateway to enlightenment” for many others, aspiring to serve the humanity at large.  
On this note, I must express our appreciation to the esteemed members of the Governing Board and the Academic Council of the University, who have been instrumental in charting out its path since inception. Their contribution is laudable.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]We thank the host, the esteemed Government of India, for providing excellent facilities to house the present campus of the University as well as for allotting a huge plot of land for its permanent campus in Maidan Garhi in South Delhi.  We would also like to express our appreciation to other esteemed Member States of SAARC for their consistent support in the evolution of the University, which today stands out to be one of the best, not only in the region, but all over the globe.  
In concluding my remarks, I would like to convey our good wishes for great success to the University in the years to come. I thank you!  ***
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