INAUGURAL SESSION
SAFANSI Roundtable on “Government Action for Nutrition in South Asia,” Kathmandu, 07 September 2017

Remarks by H. E. Mr. Amjad Hussain B. Sial, Secretary General of SAARC

The Rt. Honourable Sher Bahadur Deuba, Prime Minister of Nepal,
Honourable Gopal Man Shrestha, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Honourable Dr. Swarnim Wagle, Vice Chairman, National Planning Commission,
Honourable Prof. Dr. Geeta Bhakta Joshi, Member, National Planning Commission,
Mr. Roshan Bajracharya, Acting Country Manager, World Bank,

Excellences,
Distinguished Participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning.

I am pleased to address the Inaugural Session of the Roundtable on “Government Action for Nutrition in South Asia”.

The eminent presence of the Rt. Honourable Prime Minister of Nepal in our midst this morning speaks itself of the importance of this Roundtable, which brings together distinguished participants from the SAARC region to deliberate upon a topical issue as nutrition.

We thank the Government of Nepal, National Planning Commission, SAFANSI and the World Bank for organizing this Roundtable on an extremely relevant and important subject to South Asia, which is home to more than a quarter of the world’s children.

Honourable Prime Minister, 
Honourable Ministers,
Distinguished Participants,

As we commence this Roundtable, I wish to refer to the wise words of President Nelson Mandela, who said that "There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul than the way in which it treats its children." It is rightly so. From the moment, children come to their mothers’ wombs, till they are old enough to take rational decisions for themselves, it is our responsibility to ensure that their physical needs of adequate and nutritious food and shelter, and their emotional needs of love and care are met. Indeed, these are necessary ingredients for children’s healthy growth to adulthood to be able to achieve their full potential.  

As a matter of fact, wasting is an acute and severe form of malnutrition, absolutely detrimental to a child’s development, often increasing the risk of death. Sadly, about 50 million children under five years of age globally, are wasted and of these 16 million are severely wasted. This is a matter of serious concern and urgency for the global community. We must, therefore, make every endeavour to ensure that the next generation of South Asians develop to their full physical and mental potential. As responsible adults, policy makers and planners, it is obligatory upon all of us to free the world from malnutrition.  

Honourable Prime Minister, 
Distinguished Participants,

In the context of South Asia, more than 30% of the children under five years face issues relating to persistent nutrition deprivation, stunting, underweight or wasted. Wasting in South Asia is twice the world average.

Fully cognizant of the fact that accelerating progress towards the reduction of malnutrition is central to the development of South Asia, SAARC, as a regional organization, remains committed to this end.  Accordingly, in pursuance of the directive of the SAARC Health Ministers, “South Asia Action Framework on Nutrition” was launched in 2014.  The SAARC Technical Committee on Health and Population Activities monitors the implementation of the Action Framework on Nutrition.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In keeping with the recommendation contained in the Action Framework, with the support of UNICEF ROSA, a Regional Conference on Scaling-up Care for Children with Severe Wasting in South Asia was held in Kathmandu in May 2017. The Conference adopted 10 Key Messages. I am happy to inform you that the Sixth Meeting of SAARC Ministers of Health held in Colombo in July 2017 approved the Report of the Conference including the Key Messages, with slight amendments. I am confident that the implementation of these Key Messages will provide a major fillip to the region’s efforts in reducing malnutrition of children. 

Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

SAARC is dedicated to strengthening regional cooperation to accelerate the implementation of global and regional commitments related to children. Through its Social Charter, Declarations of the SAARC Summits, Ministerial Statements, Conventions and various related forums, SAARC has continued to give high prominence to its agenda on children. Among others, child nutrition remains an important component of SAARC’s endeavour to make South Asia a region, where every child can grow to their full potential in a healthy and safe environment. 

Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I believe that the presence of eminent policy makers in this august forum will contribute towards our collective efforts to transform the lives of the South Asian children. I cannot, therefore, stress enough on the importance of a platform like this, which gives us all an opportunity to reflect on our experiences, learn from each other, and commit ourselves to do more together. 

I wish the distinguished participants fruitful deliberations during this event. I do hope that the outcome of this Roundtable will provide valuable inputs to SAARC’s efforts towards making South Asia a better place for our children. The children are our future. We must do everything for the children for the sake of our future.

I thank you.
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