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REMARKS BY H. E. MR. AMJAD HUSSAIN B. SIAL, SECRETARY GENERAL OF SAARC

Honourable Gagan Kumar Thapa, Minister of Health of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal,
Ms. Jean Gough, Regional Director, UNICEF South Asia,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of SAARC, I would like to express sincere gratitude to Honourable Gagan Kumar Thapa, Minister of Health of Nepal, for gracing this Opening Ceremony as the Chief Guest. All of us present on this occasion look forward to benefiting immensely from his Inaugural Address.

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to distinguished delegates from the Member States of SAARC, representing governments, civil society and other stakeholders. Their presence is a testimony to the importance that our Member States attach to the wellbeing of our children.  

I would also like to appreciate the presence of the representatives from UNICEF, whose vast knowledge and experience will surely enrich the deliberations of this three-day Conference, devoted to the cause of children.  We thank UNICEF for joining hands with SAARC in organizing this important Conference in Kathmandu.

UNICEF has been an active partner of SAARC since the signing of an MoU in 1993. Since then, SAARC and UNICEF have been working together to promote the well-being of children. Our joint efforts have particularly been geared towards promoting child nutrition to ensure that every child can grow to their full potential in a healthy and safe environment.  We look forward to continuing our collaboration with UNICEF.

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As most of us are aware, statistics related to child nutrition across the globe, and particularly in our region, are staggering. As we all know, wasting is an acute and severe form of malnutrition, absolutely detrimental to a child’s development, including the risk of death. Sadly, about 50 million children under five years of age in the world are wasted and of these, 16 million are severely wasted. Alarmingly, more than half of these 16 million children are in South Asia. This is indeed a matter of serious concern to all of us. We must, therefore, work collectively, and urgently, to ensure that our next generation can develop to their full physical and mental potential.

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we are aware, malnutrition, more specifically wasting, is detrimental to the wellbeing of children, having a negative bearing of the overall development of South Asia. Therefore, our Member States remain committed towards the reduction of malnutrition. Their joint commitment is reflected in the South Asia Action Framework on Nutrition, which was adopted during the Eighteenth SAARC Summit held in Kathmandu in November 2014. Since the adoption of this significant document, concerted efforts are underway to reduce malnutrition across the region, under the guidance of the SAARC Health Ministers, supported by the SAARC Technical Committee on Health and Population Activities.

This three-day Conference in Kathmandu is a welcome opportunity, which allows representatives of the Member States to share experiences, learn from one another and work collaboratively to overcome the challenge of child stunting and wasting, in our collective bid to achieve the World Health Assembly’s global target to reduce and maintain childhood wasting to less than 5% by 2025 and attaining the SDG by 2030.

In concluding my remarks, I wish the distinguished delegates fruitful discussions during this Conference and a pleasant stay in Kathmandu. I would also like to once again thank UNICEF for its partnership with SAARC in organizing this Conference. 

Thank you.
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